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The Wagon Box Fight 


by Cuaries D. ScHREIBEIS 


HE extreme cold weather which 

immediately followed the Fetter- 
man disaster was evidently such that 
the Indians had all that they could do 
to keep their camps warm. The sol- 
diers, on the other hand, looked for- 
ward to spring for with it would 
come Gilmore and Porter’s bull trains 
heavily laden with fresh supplies for 
post. This would bring new clothing, 
improved arms, a large quantity of 
new fifty-caliber cartridges, and these 
in turn would help to create a better 
sense of security to those soldiers 
whose duty it was to protect this 
frontier. 

These long looked for trains did 
not arrive at Fort Philip Kearny until 
June. By this time the Indians, too, 
had returned to continue the tactics 
practiced the previous summer, and 
to become a nuisance to the detach- 
ment sent outside of the stockade. 
While they did not bother the _pi- 
neries, they did molest the workers in 
the hay fields and, no doubt, planned 
to follow up their victory of Decem- 
ber 21, the previous year, with an- 
other crushing blow to the garrison. 

The Gilmore and Porter trains had 
not only brought the necessary food 
for a new diet, new clothing to im- 
prove their tattered appearance, but 
a quantity of new type rifles brought 
a new sense of security against the 
Indians. No doubt these improved 
breech-loading rifles were the most 
talked of articles among the soldiers 
at that time. 

This improved Springfield rifle had 
heen in use for some time during the 


Civil War, and no doubt, had often 
been requisitioned by the officers at 
Fort Philip Kearny but it was in such 
demand at the front that none had 
been spared for Indian fighting on 
this frontier. Consequently the In- 
dians were not familiar with them. 

The services of Gilmore and Porter 
were so appreciated that Quartermas- 
ter General (Department Quarter- 
master) George P. Dandy granted 
them the contract to supply the gar- 
rison with immense quantities of fire- 
wood for the following winter. The 
contract stipulated that the wagons 
would be furnished by the Quarter- 
master Department and that the 
woodcutters be guarded by troops 
while they were cutting and hauling 
the logs.° 

Logging camps, commonly known 
as pineries, had previously been con- 
structed near the base of the Big 
Horn Mountains. One of these, the 
upper pinery, was located near the 
mouth of the South Fork canyon of 
Big Piney Creek, while the lower 
pinery was located near the mouth 
of Little Piney canyon. (These served 
as a base for smaller side camps for 
the timbermen.) 

Early in June (1867) an impro- 
vised corral was constructed about six 
miles from the fort at a point where 
the road forked. From here one road 
led to the upper pinery and the 
other to the lower pinery. Here the 


* Lieutenant IP. M. Shockley. “The Wagon 
Box Fight. The Last Important Event of 
Fort Phil. Kearny’s Short Existence.’ The 
Quartermaster Review, NIL (September -Oc- 
tober, 1932) 33-35. 
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teamsters had removed fourteen wag- 
on boxes from the wagons in order 
that the reaches may be extended 
and the running gears used to haul 
the long heavy logs back to the fort. 
The wagon boxes were then arranged 
in an oval position thus forming a 
corral approximately 70x 120° feet. 
Two supply wagons also formed the 
east and west gates, and into this 
corral the draft animals were driven 
each evening. Outside of this corral 
the teamsters had pitched their tents. 

The wagon boxes were four or five 
feet high, and constructed of ordinary 


inch boards. These were not lined, 


had no loop holes, and would serve 
no protective purpose except, in an 
emergency, to conceal the identity 
and number of the occupants from 
the direct fire of the Indians. °° 

It was then customary for the team- 
sters to depend upon a military escort 
for protection from the Indians, and 
it is possible that the camp was so 
located because it was handy to team- 
sters and timbermen rather than with 
any consideration as to its strategic 
advantage in case of an Indian attack. 

During the month of July, Com- 
pany A had been detailed to guard 
duty for the woodsmen, and to per- 
form escort duty for the teamsters on 
the log wagons traveling between the 
pineries and the fort. While this com- 
pany had seen a few Indians two or 
three times during the month, nothing 


exciting had happened. 


On July 381, 1867, Company C, 


* Frances C. Carrington, My Army Life 
(Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1910), p. 270. 

** Max Littmann, “The Wagon Box Fight as 
I Saw it,” in Grace Raymond Hebard, and 
E. A. Brininstool, The Bozeman Trail (Glen- 
dale: Clark, 1922), ITI: 75. 
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under the command of Captain James 
Powell, was sent out to relieve Com- 
pany A, but this detachment was not 
destined to have it so easy during 
the month of August, for the Indians 
were planning to inflict another major 
blow upon the garrison. 

No doubt the Indians realized that 
it would be impossible to again lure 
the soldiers away from the fort as 
easily as it had been done at the time 
of the Fetterman disaster, but this 
time they planned to strike in the 
region of the pineries at a time when 
they could catch the soldiers and tim- 
bermen on duty at a point away from 
the protection of the little garrison. 

Red Cloud’s fighting strength at the 
time of the Fetterman disaster had 
been estimated by Colonel Carring- 
ton’s scouts to be approximately three- 
thousand warriors, but his overwhelm- 
ing victory over Fetterman’s detach- 
ment had so increased his prestige 
and fighting strength that he now had 
an allied army of warriors, perhaps 
double that of the previous Decem- 
ber.® 

In opposition to Red Cloud’s better 
judgment, but in accordance with 
popular opinion among his warriors, 
this strength had been divided, not 
only to strike at the pineries at Fort 
Philip Kearny, but to strike, at the 
same time, the haymakers who were 
working in a hayfield in the Big Horn 
valley several miles below Fort C. F. 
Smith. No doubt the majority of the 
warriors on hand at the beginning of 
the Wagon Box Fight were in reserve 
positions where they could be easily 


* Fredrick Claus, “My Experience in the 
Wagon-Box Fight,’ in Grace Raymond He- 
bard, and E. A. Brininstool, The Bozeman 
Trail, (Glendale: Clark, 1922), II: 83. 
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called out for active duty in case of 
extreme need. 

On the afternoon of August 1, 
1867, a log train from the lower 
pinery camped at the wagon box cor- 
ral in order to get an early start to 
the fort the following morning. On 
August 2, reveille was sounded early 
and breakfast was served by sunrise, 
the log train with its escort had pro- 
ceeded on its way toward the fort, 
and Captain Powell was down in the 
Little Piney Creek taking a bath when 
someone shouted “Indians.” Several 
mounted Indians were seen coming 
across a divide from the west when 
Captain Powell shouted: “Boys, the 
Indians are here! It will be a hard day 
for you all. You know what your 
orders are.” ° 

Lieutenant Jenness ordered the men 
at the wagon-box corral to fall in 
line, and the orderly sergeant ordered 
them to distribute the ammunition 
among the wagon boxes and to pro- 
ceed to seek shelter from the Indians 
in the wagon boxes.°° 

Sergeant Samuel S. Gibson, Nolan 
V. Deming, and another picket were 
at that time on guard duty at the 
Little Piney. Deming ran to warn the 
side camp on the south bank of the 
Little fmey, but the woodchoppers 
and soldiers on duty there had al- 
ready seen the Indians and were rush- 
ing toward the Little Piney canyon. 

through the excitement of things 
these pickets had not been signalled 
to return to camp, but when it be- 
came evident that they would be 
obliged to seek shelter or sacrifice 
their scalps, they made a running 
aR OCN TIE: 


** Claus. Lor: -cit. 
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fight toward the corral. By the time 
the three pickets were exerting every 
effort to get to the wagon-box corral, 
and the pursuing Indians were gain- 
ing upon them, young Corporal Maa 
Littmann saw their predicament, ran 
toward them, dropped on one knee, 
and opened such an effective fire 
upon their pursuers that the Indians 
were obliged to fall back. 

Upon arrival at the corral Sergeant 
Gibson reported to Captain James 
Powell and apologized for having left 
his post without a signal, but Captain 
Powell assured him that he had done 
nobly. By this time twenty-five sol- 
diers, two officers, five civilians (team- 
sters), making a total of thirty-two 
men, had assembled at the corral. 

Captain Powell gave orders rapid- 
ly and cooly before the attack but 
none during the fight. His men real- 
ized their predicament and endeavy- 
ored ot construct better breastworks 
than their thin wagon boxes offorded 
by piling up bull yokes, barrels, and 
such other materials as were avail- 
able, and then awaited the attack 
with grim determination. 

The Indians, too, were soon ready 
for battle. Chief Red Cloud held a 
commanding position on the summit 
of Sullivant Hill, his warriors stripped 
to the skin except for breech clouts 
and moccasins, were hideously paint- 
ed, and as they moved cautiously 
toward the little corral with its brave 
handful of men, Captain Powell gave 
his last order, “Men, here they come! 
Get your places and shoot to kill!” 
and immediately the men opened 
fire. 


As soon as the soldiers and timber- 
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men had fire their first volley, the 
Indians, with wild cries and shrill © 
warwhoops, charged the little corral 
only to be met by another and an- 
other volley from over the tops of 
the wagon boxes, until the Indians 
were obliged to fall back.* 

The Indians had planned, no doubt, 
to allow the defenders of the little 
corral to fire their old muzzle loaders 
and then charge them before they 
would have time to reload. Some- 
thing, however, had gone wrong for 
out on the field were many wounded 
and dying Indians, as well as kicking 
and screaming horses. It was the rap- 
idity in which the men were able to 
deliver the fire from the new Spring- 
field rifles that had puzzled the In- 
dians. They then withdrew out of 
range while their leaders held a con- 
sultation. Could it be possible that 
there were more men concealed be- 
hind the wagon boxes than their 
scouts had reported? 

In spite of the fact that the Indi- 
ans had been baffled in their first 
attempt to take the corral, the de- 
fenders too had paid a heavy toll in 
blood for their brave stand, for Lieu- 
tenant John G. Jenness and Privates 
Henry Haggerty and Thomas Doyle 
had fallen. All had been pierced by 
rifle balls for by this time the Indians, 
too, had guns which they had ac- 
quired through traffic, captured wag- 
on trains, and the Fetterman disaster. 

Soon:the Indians were seen signal- 
ing with pocket mirrors. They were, 


*E. A. Brininstool, Fighting Red Cloud’s 
Warriors, (Columbus, Hunter-Trader-Trap- 
per Co., 1926), p. 66, as quoted by Ser- 
geant Samuel S. Gibson. 
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apparently, signallmg the eserve 
torces into action, and agam we in- 
dians charged. lt was now noticed 
that several of the tents outside of 
the corral would obstruct the view 
of the chargers, so several of the men 
rushed out and proceeded to pull 
them down. In this they were suc- 
cessful in all except one tent, for the 
Indians got so close that the defend- 
ers were obliged to rush back to the 
corral before the last tent had fallen. 


Again the men in the corral fired 
upon the Indians, opening such great 
gaps in their ranks that the Indians 
were obliged to retreat out of range. 
By this time the men in the corral 
began to feel the fatigue of battle, 
the effects of the scorching sun, and 
the need for water, which in their ex- 
citement, they had neglected to pro- 
vide. There was, however, a barrel 
with water about thirty feet outside 
the corral where the cooks prepared 
the meals for the camp, but this had 
been struck by bullets several times 
and the water had nearly all leaked 
out. 

There were, however, two camp 
kettles under the wagon beyond the 
east end of the corral, in which coffee 
had been made that morning. These 
had been filled with water poured 
over the top of the used cottee 
grounds by the camp cook. Private 
John Grady and Sergeant Gibson 
planned to get this water. They 
crawled out of the corral and were 
successful in reaching the kettles be- 
fore they were observed by the In- 
dians, but as they began to crawl 
back, shots were fired and _ bullets 
began to strike the kettles, but both 
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heroes got back to the corral in time 
to save their scalps and some of the 
water. 

Then came the greatest charge of 
the day. From a ravine approximately 
ninety yards from the east end of the 
corral, it seemed like hundreds of 
warriors were coming on foot in a 
wedge shaped formation. This time it 
looked as though the defenders of the 
corral would certainly be wiped out, 
for in spite of the fact that they sent 
several volleys into this wedge-shaped 
mass, the Indians would fill the gaps 
and continue to come toward them. 
On the Indians came until the de- 
fenders could see the whites of their 
eyes but the firing was now so rapid 
that the Indians were again obliged 
to turn and flee in disorder. 

It was now about 1 o'clock p.m. 
The men had been fighting since 7 
o'clock a.m. and all of them were al- 
most exhausted from the terrific strain 
of battle, the awful heat of the day, 
and the smoke and stench caused by 
fire arrows which had ignited the dry 
manure and scattered bits of hay in 
the corral which smouldered through- 
out the battle. 

Then a boom of a cannon was 
heard to the east of them. All recog- 
nized it as coming from a howitzer 
and realized that reinforcements were 
coming to the rescue. The Indians 
who were located on the summit of 


(Continued on page 21) 


The Side Camp 


by GrorcE GEIER 


Mr. George Geier is the proud owner of the beautiful ranch on which is located the site 
of old Fort Philip Kearny. It is due to his fine public spirit and generosity that the restored 


portion of old Fort Philip Kearny was made possible. 


This article is, perhaps, the first 


detailed account of what happened to the soldiers and citizens who were located at “tie 
other camp” on the Little Piney at the time of the famous Wagon Box Fight. 


HE new Fetterman National Mon- 

ument had just been dedicated 
(July 3, 1908) and apparently all of 
the survivors who had served at old 
Fort Philip Kearny from 1866 to 1868 
were there. General Henry B. Car- 
rington, his wife and other celebrities 
who had taken an active part in the 
dedication and the reunion which fol- 
lowed had all returned to their homes, 
when a newspaper account of the fa- 
mous incidents chanced to fall into 
the hands of Mr. J. I. Minnick of 
Kuhn Rapid, Iowa. 

Imagine his great disappointment, 
for he too had served as an employee 
in the quartermaster department of 
this historic old post, but someone 
had failed to notify him of the dedi- 
eation and reunion. _ 

Realizing the extent of Mr. Min- 
nick’s disappointment in not being 
privileged to meet old friends whom 
he had met on this frontier, his sym- 
pathetic family arranged for him to 
return to his old “stomping ground” 
and here alone renew old memories. 
1908, Mr. 
Minnick called at our place and want- 


Along’ in September, 


ed to know if he could stay all night. 
I told him that he could, but he re- 
mained a week and made us a nice 
visit. We found him very intelligent, 
honest, and square in every way; a 
common farmer like myself. 

He told me the story of his experi- 
ences at old Fort Philip Kearny in 
this way. He had been here, not as 
a soldier, but a laborer at the time 
of the completion of the old post, 
and remained here between the years 
1866 and 1868. He said that he was 
seventeen or eighteen years of age at 
the time that he hired out, and that 
he came here under the employ of 
the man who had the contract to fur- 
nish the hay for the old fort. While 
making hay down the Big Piney val- 
ley in the region of the Art Senff 
place the Indians seemed to bother 
the hay crew most every day that 
they were out of the stockade. One 
day, however, the Indians came so 
near to getting their scalps that the 
hay crew was obliged to leave the 
horses and wagons stranded in the 
Big Piney and flee to the stockade. 
After this thrilling adventure there 
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was nothing left of the outfit, but Mr. 
Minnick was still able to find parts 
of these old wagons in the Big Piney 
while he was here. 


After his thrilling escape from the 
Indians in the hay field, Mr. Minnick 
decided to look for something which 
would afford a little more security. 
The Indians had not been bothering 
the timber crews at the pineries so 
he simply resigned his position or 
quit his job, whichever way you want 
to say it, and on August 1, 1867, he 
hired out as a wood chopper. The 
next day was the occasion of the fa- 
mous Wagon Box fight, so you might 
say that “he jumped from the frying 
pan into the fire.” 


He was assigned to a wood job de- 
tachment at a place which he pointed 
out on what is now the Scott Ranch. 
I am confident that he knew what he 
was talking about because he was 
quite accurate in his descriptions. He 
located his camp at a point on the 
Little Piney road near the present 
site of Mr. Scott’s house. This detach- 
ment. was made up of four soldiers 
and, perhaps, four wood choppers un- 
der a man by the name of Jones. The 
wood choppers were assigned to chop 
wood in the valley of the Little 
Piney and the soldiers 
guards while the men were thus em- 
ployed. 


served as 


On the morning of August 2, 1867, 
when the Indians appeared, Sergeant 
Samuel Gibson sent a soldier named 
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Deming over to this camp to wam 
the men, but Minnick and the rest of 
the men had also seen the Indians 
and were obliged to run toward the 
mountains rather than toward the 
wagon box corral. 


The Indians soon set fire to the 
wagons, and as they were leaving this 
camp to pursue the soldiers and 
woodcutters, the largest Indian in the 
group grabbed the whisky jug. This 
seemed to be a most unfriendly act, 
and Jones said that he was deter- 
mined to kill that Indian if it was 
the last thing that he ever did. He 
fired and the Indian fell. The fall of 
the big Indian and the loss of the 
“firewater” seemed to make the other 
Indians quite angry and eager for re- 
venge. It was not long, however, until 
the Indians killed two of the four sol- 
diers, and the rest of the group were 
obliged to run toward the Little Piney 
canyon. 


As they ran one of the soldiers, 
about eighteen years of age, just 
couldn’t run, or wouldn’t run; any- 
way he just couldn't keep up with 
the rest of the group. Finally Mr. 
Minnick told a companion woodchop- 
per that the Indians would surely get 
the slow soldier if something wasn’t 
done about it. They each found suit- 


‘able pine trees, got behind them and 


endeavored to hold the Indians back 
but the Indians ran right up to the 
slow soldier and did scalp him. 


Minnick was shooting the best he 
could from behind his tree, and was 
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so busy trying to hold his position 
that he didn’t notice what his com- 
panion was doing. He soon realized, 
however, that if he and his compan- 
ion woodchopper didn’t move out that 
they would also lose their scalps, but 
when he looked around, there set a 
pair of boots and a gun behind the tree 
where the woodchopper had been. 


According to the western code of 
ethics which prevailed at that time 
Minnick would have been justified in 
shooting this man for deserting him 
while under fire from the Indians, but 
he couldn't very well do this now 
because there was no companion to 
shoot. 


Minnick was then obliged to run up 
the Little Piney alone. He was doing 
his best to outrun his pursuers when 
he heard a whistle and someone’s 
voice. Of course he thought that the 
sounds came from Indians but was 
soon relieved to see a white man’s 
hand wave to him from behind a rim- 
rock across a little opening, and he 
was able to recognize some members 
of his group. 


They were all crouched in behind 
a mass of rock, that is, all that were 
left of them. Jo this point he ran, 
jumped in among the men, and while 
he endeavored to bend down out of 
sight he crouched down on the only 
remaining soldier. The soldier, how- 
ever, was quite curious to see what 
was going on in the world, and soon 
felt obliged to raise up and look out 
over the mass of rock, when a rifle 
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year’s trial subscription for 25 cents. 


WELCOME NEWS 
Suite 211, 404 W. 9th St. 
Los Angeles, California 


193 


16 Old Travois Trails 


LEMLEY CURIO STORE 


Indian Relics, Beadwork, Guns, Books, 
Weapons, Minerals, Fossils, Old Glass, 
Dolls, Coins, Old West Photos, Stamps 


and Prints. 
Five Arrowheads .......20c 
Civil Token’ i... 2s one 15c 
Catalog ASAE. ae re Se 
VERNON LEMLEY 
Osborne Kansas 
Go to the 


WILSON GROCERY 


Fourth and Main St. 
Sheridan, Wyoming 


And You Won't Go Wrong! 


SHERIDAN COMMERCIAL 
COMPANY 
“Quality At Fair Prices” 
SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINTS 
Sheridan, Wyoming 


GATE CITY GARAGE 
BILL EMERY, Prop. 


—Complete Auto Service— 
—Oils and Greases— 


Phone 463 104 Grinnell 
Sheridan, Wyoming 


QUICK PRINTING CO. 


Printing 
Stationery — Office Supplies 
FRANK SCHAAL, Proprietor 

43 South Main St. 
Sheridan, Wyoming 


THE SHERIDAN INN 
BARBER SHOP 


Opposite Burlington Depot 
L. C. RARDIN, Prop. 


Sheridan. Wyoming 


194 


ball struck close. It came, it seemed, 
out of nowhere. Jones told the sol- 
dier to keep his head down, but a 
little later he felt the urge to look 
again. This time he received a fatal 
shot right between the eyes. Good 
shooting for an Indian. 


Jones was quite disgusted and said: 
“Well, that’s what’s coming to the 
rest of us. He’s got us all killed now. 
There were no more shots, however. 
The Indian had, evidently, seen Min- 
nick go there and felt that he had 
accomplished all that could be done 
at that time. 


This was the last of the soldiers. 
The civilians remained at the spot, 
however, until the middle of the night 
when they became so thirsty that they 
decided to take a chance with the 
Indians rather than suffer further tor- 
ture of thirst. So they slipped out of 
their hiding place and, with what lit- 
tle sense of direction they still had, 
they got down to what is now Bear 
Creek. 


No Indians were in sight, so they 
followed this stream to its junction 
with the Little Piney, and then fol- 
lowed down the Little Piney valley. 
It was not until five o’clock the next 


_ morning that the four footsore civ- 
ilians returned to old Fort Philip 


Kearny. Minnick was the only one of 
the group who had retained his shoes 
in the desperate race for life, but the 
rest of the men had such sore feet 
that they couldn't walk for over a 
week after the Wagon Box Fight. 


The 


SITE OF THE WAGON BOX FIGHT 


by Vie Wittits GARBER 


R. Charles E. Bezold, father of 
the late Fred Bezold of Sheri- 
dan, Wyoming, was employed as 
a carpenter for Mr. George Geier, 
owner of the site of 
Fort Philip Kearny 
when, on July 3, 7” 
1908, the Fetterman 
National Monument 
was dedicated by 
Colonel and Mrs. 
Henry B. Carring- 
ton, Sergeant Sam- 
uel S. Gibson, and 
other distinguished 
guests. 

On the previous 
evening in conversa- 
tion with Mr. Be- 
zold, Sergeant Gib- 
son expressed a 
strong desire to look 
for the site of the 
Wagon Box fight in ¢ 
which he had fought 
forty-one years be- 
fore. Accordingly, 
on the morning of 
July 3, Sergeant Gib- 
son and Mr. Bezold 
set out on horse 
back. They followed as nearly as pos- 
sible the route formerly used by the 
wood trains along Sullivant Ridge (the 
high divide between the Little Piney 
and the Big Piney creeks) from the 
fort to the pinery. Having to detour to 
find gates in the cross fences retarded 


Photo by 


Charles D. Schreibeis. 
Wacon Box Fight MonuMenT 


their progress. Therefore, when they 
arrived at the west end of the divide 
from which point Chief Red Cloud 
had commanded the Sioux on August 
2, 1867, they saw 
more fences in front 
of them and became 
aware that the time 
was consumed and 
that they must ride 
back toward the 
Fetterman National 
Monument in order 
that Sergeant Gib- 
son might take his 
part in the ceremo- 
nies of the dedica- 
4 tion there. However, 
== as the two men 
! overlooked the slope 
before them be- 
s tween the two Piney 


hills, Sergeant Gib- 
son designated a 
space beyond a tree- 
® grown ditch and to 

the right of a fence 
line saying that there 
was the spot and 
there the shells 
would be found as proof. 

Mr. Bezold gave his promise to re- 
turn and look for the shells. Two 
weeks later he did return and found 
a hatful of shells. About eight years 
later Mr. Bezold sent some of these 
shells to Dr. Grace Raymond Hebard, 


e. 
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University of Wyoming, as Secretary 
of the Historical Landmark Commis- 
sion of Wyoming, appointed by the 
Wyoming State Legislature. In turn 
Dr. Hebard sent the shells away for 
identification and received a definite 
reply that they were the shells made 
for the new breech-loading Spring- 
field rifles used in the Wagon Box 
fight. 

Next the Historical Landmark Com- 
mission of Wyoming began to arrange 
for Sergeant Gibson to visit Sheridan 
and take part in placing a permanent 
marker at the spot. Sergeant Gibson 
accepted the invitation and planned 
to arrive in time to celebrate the fif- 
tieth anniversary. Owing to World 
War activities that ensued, the visit 
was postponed two years. It was the 
last of July, 1919, when Sergeant Gib- 
son again met Mr. Bezold. 

They motored on the country road 
south of Story, Wyoming, to the foot 
of the hill from which on horseback 
they had looked down, eleven years 
before. Sergeant Gibson took the in- 
itiative and led the way through a 
fence across a tree-grown ditch to 
the place he had indicated that the 
shells would be found and again 
found them just as Mr. Bezold had 
found them when alone. 

In memory Sergeant Gibson re- 
called the fifty-two-year-old events: 
pointed out the location on the Little 


Piney from which he had run when 


the early morning attack begun; ex- 
plained how the wagon box corral 
was formed, where the covered wag- 
ons and the tents had stood; even 
found the circle of stones that marked 
the cook’s fire at the west end of the 
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corral; showed how the Indians from 
over the bank north and west toward 
the South Piney Valley had attacked, 
and how the last heavy warrior charge 
had been made just before the howit- 
zer from the fort brought relief. 

The vividness of his recollections 
left no doubt as to the authenticity 
of the account he had several years 
earlier allowed Mr. E. A. Brininstoo] 
to publish in the TEEPEE BOOK, 
Volume 1, No. 8. Especially were his 
hearers impressed when he asked 
about a large spring to the northwest 
to which the squaws had carried the 
wounded during the fight. An hour 
later his delight was evident when he 
was driven to the fish hatchery and 
was shown the source of its water, 
for this was the spring to which he 
had referred. 

There were those who had con- 
tended for other sites. Therefore, Ser- 
geant Gibson was asked about the 
entrenchment circle just west and 
south of the site he had marked. He 
answered that that was fortified and 
used as the main camp following the 
Wagon Box fight during the remain- 
der of the year while firewood and 
logs continued to be hauled to Fort 
Philip Kearny, before its abandon- 
ment. 

As to the site about one-half mile 
nearer Little Piney Creek that had 
been marked previously by the Sheri- 
dan Chamber of Commerce through 
the aid of a newspaper reporter who 
had interviewed Sergeant Gibson in 
Omaha while en route to Sheridan, 
Sergeant’ Gibson replied that he had 
told the reporter the best he was able 
from memory and diagrams and was 


Sheridan Greenhouse Co. 
Home Grown Flowers 


Phones 105 and 693 


Sheridan, Wyoming 


YORK’S SHOP 
Welding - Anywhere 
PHONE 329 
Sheridan, Wyoming 


T. W. VICKERE LUMBER 
COMPANY 
“See Vick About It” 


Phone 118 Sheridan, Wyo. 


Send to a Master Phone 638 


CITY CLEANING AND 
DYEING CO. 


Sheridan, Wyoming 


Mac’s Service Station 
“Courteous Service Always’ 
ON THE WAY TO HIGH SCHOOL 


436 N. Main Street 
SHERIDAN 


KENNEDY AUTO SERVICE 
Alger at Broadway—P. O. Box 614 
Sales - STUDEBAKER - Service 


Seiberling Tires and Tubes 
Conoco Products—General Repair 


Sheridan, Wyoming 


WYOMING 


197 


20 Old Travots Trails 


The ROCHFORD STUDIO 
“Tf It’s Photographic—We Do It’ 


32 S. Main St. Phone 52-W 
Sheridan, Wyoming 


KIBBEN HARDWARE Co. 
“The Modern Store” 


SPORTING GOODS and 
FISHING EQUIPMENT 


Sheridan, Wyoming 


Tailor Made 
SUITS FOR SPRING 
Fit, Fabric and Styling Guaranteed 
$22.50 
ELMGREN’S 
219 N. Main, Sheridan, Wyo. 


SAWYER STORES, INC. 


“Every Hour, Every Day 


Sawyers Saves You Money” 


Sheridan, Wyoming 


SANITONE DRY CLEANING 


Revives Colors 


Superior Laundry Co. 
Sheridan, Wyo 


Phone 397 


pleased that they had chosen a spot 
so nearly correct. Undoubtedly the 
fact that Sergeant Samuel Gibson 
joined the army as a youth and re- 
mained in service forty-eight years 
accounted for his old-age accuracy 
illustrative of which is the following 
post script to a letter headed: 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
General Depot of the Quartermaster Corps 
22d & Hickory Streets 
OmaHA, NEBRASKA 
Dec. 6, 1916 
“P.S. Just as I finished my letter to you alli, 
my eyes rested upon the calendar and I saw 
December 6th, 1916, and in an instant my 
thoughts flew back 50 years or half a cen- 
tury, and it occurred to me that on this day 
50 years ago, Lieutenant Bingham, command- 
ing “C” Troop, 2d U.S. Cavalry and Ser- 
geant Berry of same troop was killed in the 
hills about 3 miles up Big Piney Creek, and 
our gallant Colonel Henry B. Carrington had 
a very narrow escape on the same day from 
being killed by the Red Devils, the Sioux 
Indian, under the murderous old wretch, Red 
Cloud. We buried them December 8, little 
dreaming that in 13 days-more we would lose 
81 more men and officers. I almost hate to 
see Christmas come because we buried them 
on Xmas day 1866. Pray pardon my telling 
you this. 
Sam L. Gibson.” 


Sheridan was, indeed, fortunate 
that Mr. Bezold’s interested co-opera- 
tion brought about Sergeant Gibson’s 
visit to the site of the Wagon Box 
Fight and that his clear, keen mem- 
ories have been recorded for Wyo- 
ming history. 
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THE WAGON BOX FIGHT 


(Continued from page 12) 


Sullivant Hill also understood the sit- 
uation, began to slip down the hill 
into the South Piney Valley and re- 
treat toward the northwest, from 
which direction they had first ap- 
peared that morning. Then a long 
line of soldiers in blue uniforms, 
under the command of Major B. F. 
Smith appeared. 

Relief had come from Fort Philip 
Kearny and the men in the wagon- 
box corral were so relieved that they 
acted like maniacs for they had stood 
the strain of five separate and des- 
perate charges from the Indians. 

The post surgeon, Dr. Horton, soon 
took stock of the casualties, gave each 
man a drink of whisky, and beg2n 
to administer first aid to the wounded. 
The brave defenders of the famous 
wagon-box fight were soon ready to 
return with the relief party to Fort 
Philip Kearny. As they topped the 
erest of Sullivant Hill, they looked 
back up the South Piney Valley and 
saw a great number of Indian ponies 
dragging travois loaded with dead 
and wounded Indians. It was impos- 
sible to tell how many were killed 
but, no doubt, each survivor of the 
famous wagon-box fight returned to 
the old .post with the satisfaction 
that he “had done his part to thor- 
oughly avenge the Indians for the 
Fetterman disaster. 
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The 


WAGON BOX MONUMENT 
by Frep W. HiLMAN 


Some controversy still exists as to the exact spot where the famous Wagon Box Fight 
was actually fought. At present a stone monument marks one controversial spot in Sheridan 
County, and a pipe marker marks another controversial spot in Johnson County, but at 
least three other spots in this area are claimed to be the exact spots. No doubt the Indians 
occupied the entire controversial area between the South Piney and Little Piney creeks 
throughout the fight. 

After all the event has greater historical significance than does the exact spot but many 
of us are still curious to know the exact spot if such information is available. The editor 
has no feeling in this matter except to arrive at the truth. He will welcome manuscripts 


from anyone who may have a contribution to make concerning the exact location of the 


wagon box corral, and further details concerning the famous Wagon Box Fight. 


INCE returning to Wyoming, my 

native state, I have several times 
been asked by friends whether or not 
I thought that the stone monument 
erected some time ago south of Story, 
Wyoming, to commemorate the fa- 
mous Wagon Box Fight is actually 
placed on the right spot. 


My memory carries me back mauy 
years to my childhood days when on 
several occasions I visited the scene 
of the Wagon Box Fight in company 
with my grandfather, W. F. Davis. 
my aunt Jennee Davis, and my own 
father and mother. In those days we 
often detoured from the regular Buf- 


falo road in order to visit friends and ~ 


to look over the Wagon Box Battle- 
field while on our way to and from 
the old commissary at Fort McKinney 
over near Buffalo. 
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Many a time have I heard that 
wonderful fight fought over as told 
by the older members of my family 
and other “old timers” of that day 
who had had experiences of their own 
with the “red skins.” Those men could 
tell impressive stories of the Wagon 
Box Fight. They always included all 
of the details, and to refer to those 
old stories as “hair-raising” is putting 
it very mildly. 


I know only the place shown me 
by my relatives and by the famous 
scout, Frank Grouard. With him I 
often gathered arrow heads and rifle 
shells from the shallow rifle pits that 
are still discernible just south and west 
of the spot where the monument now 
stands. I am most thoroughly con- 
vinced that if the monument is not on 


the exact spot, it is very nearly so. 


Prelude 


TO FRED NEWCOMER 


by Dr. WiLLt1AM FRACKELTON 


HEN General Carrington re- 

turned here to the reunion of 
the survivors of those who had served 
at old Fort Philip Kearny just forty 
years after its abandonment, and the 
first reunion after all those years since 
1868, Fred Newcomer came to me 
and said: “Doc, youre running the 
show. You know I came with Gen- 
eral Carrington as a young soldier boy 
and helped build that fort, so the 
missus and me want to give a picnic 
for my old commander, all the sur- 
vivors who are here at the reunion, 
and our friends, down at the Piney 
crossing near the old community hall. 
You can fix that, can’t you?” 


This appeared to me to be the ex- 


pression of a fine and generous pi- ‘ 


oneer spirit, a fine opportunity for 
Mr. Newcomer to honor his old com- 
mander and meet with other old com- 
rades who had helped to make the 
history of the West. 

“Sure, Fred, what do you expect 
of me?” 

“Just bring General and Mrs. Car- 
rington and your missus and I furnish 
everything, no charge, free to all my 
friends and comrades.” 


Again the old generous pioneer 


spirit. What a picnic it was down 
among the cottonwoods on the creek 
bank of that historic Piney crossing! 
There must have been at least forty 
actual survivors there at that picnic, 
and what stories they could tell! Some 
of those stories are the ones you hear 
me tell from time to time over KWYO 
of the actual participants in each 
event. 


Fred Newcomer was a member of 
the ill-fated troop under Major Fetter- 
man that was entirely annihilated at 
Massacre Hill. Some days previous to 
the engagement Mr. Newcomer was 
sent with dispatches to old Fort 
Bridger in the southern part of the 
state. The country through which he 
had to travel was infested with In- 
dians. His traveling was done at 
night and during the day he hid out, 
not daring to be seen. It was some 
time later that he heard the sad news 
of his comrades, and realized that 
certain death would have been his 
had he not been sent with the dis- 
patches. 


Shall I say, the seventy-five, New- 
comers, Williams, Smiths, Halls, Mid- 
dletons, Brocks, Douglases are the 
incidents of birth or the result of the 
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faithful discharge of a young soldier's 
duty to his country and obedience of 
orders? Almost a replacement of the 
eighty-one men who met tragic death 
under the command of Major Fetter- 
man on that fatal day. We must re- 
spect the old, for had there been no 
old there would be no new. 

From Fort Bridger, Fred New- 
comer went on to Fort Douglas and 
Salt Lake City. Here he heard Brig- 
ham Young preach his first sermon in 
the new tabernacle. If you saw the 
picture “Union Pacific” it was Gen- 
eral Carrington’s regiment from here 
that guarded the construction crews 
and probably Fred was among them. 
Some of the soldiers from Fort Philip 
Kearny were ordered direct to the 
Union Pacific upon the abandonment 
of the fort, and it might be of interest 
to you to know that Fort Philip 
Kearny was ordered to be bumed by 
this government upon abandonment 
and not by the Indians as is generally 
believed. 
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The Big Horn 


by THELMA SMITH 


ROUD and peaceful, robed in forests, 
Jewelled with sparkling, crystal streams, 
Crowned in glory when the sunset 
Paints the sky with flaming beams. 


Bathed in the light of rosy dawns 
When the bright stars fade and die; 
Refreshed by the rains of summer 
And snows that winter winds pile high. 


Sometimes when I stop to ponder 

On your peace and man’s mad ways, 
I wish I could have known you 

In your younger, wilder days. 


When there were no roads or fences, 
And red men prowled this lovely land, 
Hunting, for food, clothes and shelter, 
The game that thrived on every hand. 


Before they knew the white man’s whiskey; 


Before they owned a white man’s gun; 
Before they Great White Father's treaties, 
Which soon were broken, one by one. 


Before the white man, in his greed, 
Killed the game and turned the sod; 


When you were virgin wilderness, 
Uncivilized—and ruled by God. 
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Fort Philip Kearny 


On July 15, 1866, Fort Philip 
Kearny was established on a prom- 
inent position near the forks of 
the Pineys, as a headquarters 
post of the Rocky Mountain Dis- 
trict, on the old Bozeman Road. 
The site was selected by Colonel 
Henry B. Carrington because of 
its strategic military advantage 
near the pass over Lodge Trail 
Ridge. This ridge is the water- 
shed between the headwaters of 
the Powder River and Tongue 
River basins. 


On December 21, 1866, the 
Fetterman disaster occurred just 
beyond the pass at Lodge Trail 
Ridge. Here eighty-one brave 
men and officers were ambushed 
by the Sioux and Cheyenne In- 
dians. There were no survivors. 

On December 21-25, 1866, John 
(Portugee) Phillips made his 
memorable ride from this fort to 
Fort Laramie to bring news of 
the Fetterman disaster. 


On August 2, 1867, the Wagon 
Box Fight was fought near the 
Pinery, at the foot of the Big 
Horn Mountains. Thirty-two men 
successfully repulsed a horde of 
Red Cloud’s warriors from behind 
fourteen ordinary wagon boxes. 


On August 20, 1868, Fort Philip 
Kearny. was abandoned by the 
troops, and it was immediately de- 
stroyed by fire. 


On October 17-18, 1888, one 
hundred and eleven bodies were 
disinterred at the old military 
cemetery at the foot of Pilot Hill, 
and removed to the Custer Battle- 
field National Cemetery in Mon- 
tana. 


In the vicinity of the old fort 
one can still find evidences of the 
block house on the summit of Sul- 
livant Hill, the lookout point at 
the top of Pilot Hill, and the site 
of the old military cemetery nestled 
at the foot of this proud sentinel. 

Appropriate monuments mark 
historic spots in the vicinity of the 
old fort. The Fetterman National 
Monument, Wagon Box Fight 
Monument, and the John (Portu- 
gee) Phillips Monument commem- 
orate heroic deeds of the brave 
soldiers and civilians who fought 
and died on this old frontier. 


Adjacent to old Fort Philip 
Kearny is the townsite of Kearny, 
a very pleasant little country town 
on Highway No. 87. Dude-ranch 
accommodations are available and 
a shady park on the banks of Big 
Piney Creek, awaits at all times, 
those who wish to camp and fish. 


At the restored site of Foit 
Philip Kearny you wil find the 
custodian ready to welcome you, 
and to give you authentic infor- 
mation concerning this old post. 
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WESTERN BOOKS 


In response to frequent requests for books containing authoritative 
intormation concerning this western frontier, we have arranged to 
supply the following books through this office. The books are carried 
in stock, and all mail orders will be promptly sent postpaid. 


1. FORT PHILIP KEARNY, By C. Walter Wiberg 


(A. folder), Saillusirations, (0x22 inches) ...2 a ee $ .15 
Zz. INDIAN WILDCRAFT, By Raymond E. Maher 

24 pages, 4x9 UnGhes Mile le: 7a een ese eee 25 
3. THE CUSTER FIGHT, By E. A. Brininstool 

30 pages, 2 illustrations, 5%4x7% inches, flexible... Bae 


H™ 


. FORT CASPAR, By Alfred James Mokler 


76 pages, 14 illustrations, 6x9 inches, flexible... 1.06 
5. A TROOPER WITH CUSTER, By E. A. Brininstool 

214 pages, 46 illustrations, 5Y¥2x7% inches, cloth... 1.50 
5. TRAILING CAMPFIRES, By Elsa Spear 

06 pages, 18 illustrations, 64%4x9¥% inches flexible... 1.50 
7. FORT PHIL. KEARNY, By Elsa Spear 

36 pages, 10 photographs, 5x7 inches, flexible... 1,50 
3. PIONEER EDUCATION IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

By Charles D. Schreibeis, 94 pages, 7 illustrations, 6x9 

inches buckram ....... wes3eg: eqvpeene Ee ES ee 2.25 | 

9. TRANSITION OF THE WEST, By Alfred James Mokler 

228 pages, 22 illustrations, 6%x9% inches, cloth... ___. 2.506 
10. WYOMING, American Guide Series 

490 pages, 108 illustrations, 5¥%2x8¥2 inches cloth.................. 2.75 
11. KEOGH, COMANCHE AND CUSTER, By Captain Edward 

Smith Luce, well illustrated, 6x8 inches, cloth.........._......... 3.00 

Send orders with remittance covering to: 
OLD TRAVOIS TRAILS 
Fort Philip Kearny 

Banner, Wyoming © 
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